Executive Summary
CISP Equity and Access Program
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SRI International used the case-study model to evaluate the Equity and Access Program of the California International Studies Program (CISP) at two Los Angeles-area high schools.  Since its inception in 2001, the CISP’s Equity and Access Program has expanded to more than ten California schools with traditionally underserved populations of English-language learners and low achievers in areas of high poverty. Drawing on key concepts from the educational model of Complex Instruction, Equity and Access is an approach designed to engage learners deeply in subject-area content through frequent use of the discipline’s essential concepts, terminology and vocabulary in academically relevant talk.  The program entails initial institutes and intensive follow-up coaching.  It has acquired a solid reputation and a following of past participants and administrators who are willing to make the necessary investment. SRI concluded that the program’s “success was noteworthy in a policy environment” in which long-term professional development programs are often derailed by competing needs.  Although the administrators and teachers at both schools report gains from implementing the Equity and Access program, the program relies primarily on school-based funding and faces concerns about sustainability, especially in the current fiscal environment.

