Frontloading Language for English Learners: A study in progress on the effect of teacher professional development on student success in reading

Abstract

This poster session is a report on a study in process by a partnership between the California Lutheran University region of the California Reading and Literature Project (CRLP) and Oxnard Elementary School District. The mission of the CRLP is to provide high quality, standards-based professional development in reading and language instruction to help ensure that every California student Pre K-12 achieves the highest standards of academic performance. CRLP collaborates with partnership districts to support and sustain continuous improvement, including the implementation of State Board-adopted instructional materials.

  Over the course of the last four years, CRLP at CLU has provided professional development training to all teachers in Hueneme School District. Hueneme teachers have received professional development training in the following materials: (1) “A Focused Approach to Frontloading English Language Instruction for Houghton Mifflin Reading Program; (2) A Developmental English Proficiency Test; and (3) Systematic English Language Development.” The purpose of the 45 hours of training was to assist K-6 classroom teachers in teaching academic English language forms to their English learners in order to facilitate the students’ ability to demonstrate comprehension of the reading selection in the California state adopted reading programs. The purpose is to ensure English learners access to content instruction - in this case, Houghton-Mifflin reading. Frontloading is instruction that targets language needed to comprehend and express understanding of the key concept or skill in the upcoming lesson.  In addition to vocabulary taught in the basal lesson, frontloading pre-teaches and practices the sentence structures and vocabulary English learners may not know. 

In California, over 15,000 teachers from more than 100 districts have received this professional development training. A first study showed anecdotal evidence of improvement in oral language, writing, and comprehension. For example, a 5th grade English learner’s pre-frontloading lesson Quick Write: "Convinese- to go and get something very fast."  Showed the following growth post-frontloading: "My broshure is trying to convince people to have a great time on one place but I think there's lots of good places." 

In addition, a group of teacher leaders conducted action research connected with frontloading. Several investigated the effects of Frontloading language instruction on student achievement. In one study, three January-April interventions were compared. Two groups received traditional interventions and the third received frontloading language instruction. The benchmark assessments were selected from the HMR oral reading passages (yellow box). The study showed average gains of .45 and .51 for traditional interventions and an average gain of .83 for Frontloading Language group. 

The CRLP at CLU and Hueneme Elementary District are implementing  an  analysis of the impact of these trainings on CST and CELDT scores, and an analysis of the effects of A Focused Approach to Frontloading Language on curriculum embedded, standards-based reading comprehension assessments and an ELD assessment (ADEPT). As research in progress, the presentation will welcome discussion and feedback. 
